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another factor which must have weighed 


heavily against the lroverninent, This 1s the | 


extreme lateness of the season, which con- 
tributed towards the upsetting of the car 

fully laid official calculations by making it 
necessary to spread last years supplies 
over an additional two or three weeks. ‘To 
offset the reduction in the bread ration 
the Government, at the time of the strike, 
promised to issue increased rations of pota 
toes and meat, lt has had great diff 

culty, however, in keeping this promise 

The extra ration of potatoes was issued 
for a fortnight, but since then it has been 
found impossible to continue it lest in this 
case also supplies should be exhausted be- 
fore the harvest. The supplementary 
meat ration of a little over half a pound 
has been forthcoming, but complaints are 
already rife about the quality of the meat, 
and it is extremely doubtful whether the 
extra ration can be continued, or even 
whether the Government may not be com- 
pelled to reduce it still further. 

In its attempt to eke out the shortage 
of bread with meat the Government is con- 
fronted with a chronic dilemma in a pecu- 
liarly acute form. The old quarrel be- 
tween man and beast has come to a head. 


satisfaction, and, as a.protest the Govern 
ment of Sefior Romanones resigned. It is 
obvious that, if Spain can be kept in a 
state of internal disorder, her power to 
resist German aggression will be weakened, 
and the possibility of her taking sides with 
the Allies in the war will become almost 
negligible. We may believe, therefore, that 
much of the present trouble is being 
fomented by German plotters. There are 
80,000 Germans in Spain, and Lord North- 


cliffe warned us a year ago that they have 


taken immense pains to acquire a large 
influence in the country’s social, political, 
and economic life. 
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Allotments. 


The clown in “Hamlet” said: “ There 
is no ancient gentleman. but gardeners, 
ditchers, and grave-makers.’’ The war has 
increased’ materially the number of 
gardeners in Ireland, and not sinee 
Adam delved has there been so much 
genuine interest in agriculture. We are 
all gardeners now. The cultivation of 
small plots, as well as large fields, has 
altered the whole complexion of the 
country. The various tracts of land 


Cross purposes; and we received from them a 
very handsome contribution to our funds as a 
result of the meeting.— Yours, etc., 
Maurice Dockrent. 
Camolin, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, 
June 18th, 1917. 
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STRANGE OCCURRENCE IN 
COUNTY TYRONE. 
a Cees 

On Sunday an exciting incident took place in 
the village of Castlecaulfield, near Dungannon, 
County Tyrone, when a number of men entered 
the Preabytertun Church and removed a port- 
able organ which had been recently introduced 
inte the 9ouilding. They carried it outside and 
placed it on “he ground. Tt is said that «a 
man then preduced a hammer and broke the 
instrument. [t i understood that some friction 
has arisen in the congregation owing to the re- 
cent introduction of instrumental music and 
hymn singing, and that on Bunday, 20th ult., 
members of the body entered the church and 
removed the organ prior to the commencement 
of the midday service, and deposited it outside 
on a tombstone. It was brought back in the 
afternoon, and since then had been used in the 
services until Sunday. 
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side at the throne and give the Absolution, 
Members of the publi attending are re. 
quested to be in their seats by 10.55 o'clock, 
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SOUTH BELFAST, 
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 
BELFAST, Mowpay. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the ‘South Belfast Unionist Association will be 
held to-morrow evening, when it is expected 
that a candidate will be selected, for recom- 
mendation to the Association, to fill the Parlia- 
mentary vacancy created by the death of Mr. 
James Chambers, K.C., Solicitor-General for 
Ireland. Amongst the names of possible candi- 
dates which I have heard mentioned in con- 
nection with the vacancy are Councillor J. H. 
Stirling, a director of the York street Flax 
Spinning Company; Mr. J, Milne Barbour, 
D.L., Chairman of the Linen Thread Company ; 
and Sir Crawford M‘Cullagh, ex-Lord Mayor of 
Beast. Any of 1 three gentlemen would 
find considerable @upport if they permitted 
their names to rward. The name of Mr. 
J. J. Hyde, President of the Windsor Unionist 
Chab, has also been put forward. Some yeare 
ago South Belfast was held by an Independent 
Unionist in the person of Mr. Thomas Silpan, 
aud it ia not unlikely that a Labour candidate 
holding Ulster Unionist views in regard to the 
Irish question and in favour of temperance re- 
form may be put forward. 


At Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts., yesterday, a 
man and woman were seen to jump into the 


In the list of subscribers vesterday the name 
“ Frank Barry, sen. should have beeg pub- 
lished as ' Frank Bray, sen.” 
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DEATH OF MAJOR WALTER 


FITZHERBERT., 
_—-o-—_ ——e 

We regret to announce the death of Major 
Walter FitzHerbert, late of the 4th Bat- 
talion King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment), 
elder son of Mr, R. RF. FitsHerbart, J.P., 
D.L., of Black Castle, Navan, Go. Meath. and 
Shantonagh, Castleblayney, Co, Motaghan, 
who died stid@enly at Bath, after a short ill- 
ness, on Saturday, June 9th, aged 50° years 
Major W. FitaHerbert wag formerly in the 
4th Battalion Leinster Regiment, bat ab the 
commencement of the South African War he 
transferred to thé 4th Battalion King’s Own 
(Royal Lancaster Regiment), and served in 
that regiment in Cape Colony and the 
Orange Free State from Lgnuary, 1900. to 
July, 1901. He was awa the Queen's 
Medal, with three clasps, and was mentioned 
in despatches for good services by the late 
Lord Kitchener. He was also employed in 
recruiting duties during the earlier portion 
of the present war. He was for many years 
a Justice of the Peace for the County Meath. 

Major PitaHerbert married, in 1897. Violet 
twin daughter of Mr. James Moffat. DL. 
who survives him. ne 
The funeral took plece at Bathwick 
Cemetery, Bath, on Tuesday, 12th June The 
chief were:—Bertien PitgHerbert 
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